
88 AHERICAN TROTTING HORSE. '

highly bred, of good quality and much speed, that stand at as low
or lower fees than equally as wellbred and desirable males of other
domestic animals.

The future looks bright; we have weathered the dangerous points
and from now on it seems like plain sailing. We have had predic-
tions of a horseless age for some years, but so long as the earth is
inhabited by mankind we will have our horses, and so long as horses
go, the trotter is bound to stay at the front. It has been the dream
of many of our breeders that our Government might in time lend
its attention and aid to the upbuilding of our trotting-horse interests;
and, were this dream to become a reality, great as these interests
are now as to value, they would in a very few years become much
greater. As before stated, foreign governments have very largely
taken part in the upbuilding of their horse-breeding interests, even
in some countries to the extent of fostering and officially conducting
their racing or track contests. Where this has been done more
particular attention has been given to the harness horse where speed
at a trot is a desideratum. Should our Government promulgate
and stand behind a large yearly exposition of live stock with generous
premiums and fixed conditions of merit, the benefit to our breeding
interests would soon make itself apparent. Education is what -we
need and in no way could it be obtained more thoroughly or uni-
versally.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON BREEDING DRAFT
HORSES.

PROP. W. B. RICHARDS, Fargo, N. Dak., Chairman,

PROP. W. L. CARLYLE, Ft. Collins, Colo., JAMES Z. MCLAY, JanesviUe, Wis.,

MR. W. E. PRICHAHD, Ottawa, III., G. W. PATTERSON, Worthington, Minn.,
ALEX GALBRAITH, JanesviUe, Wis.

OBJECT: TO investigate and report on methods and technique of improving
draft horses by breeding, and to encourage the production of draft horses of
high value in sufficient numbers to meet all draft requirements.

The following is the report of the committee as submitted by the
chairman:

IMPORTANT QUESTIONS INVOLVED.

The members of this committee did not succeed in getting together
to exchange ideas on this subject, and for that reason it is somewhat
difficult to formulate a satisfactory report. The chairman made an
effort, however, to get the views of each member of the committee
on the following points relative to draft-horse production:

1. What is the status of draft-horse production in this country
at present?

2. What should we aim for in the improvement of the draft-
horse business in this country?
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3. Is it advisable to practice crossing breeds for the purpose of
establishing a new type of draft horse for this country?

4. What is the best means to secure systematic improvement in
breeding draft horses in this country?

STATUS OF DRAFT-HORSE PRODUCTION IN AMERICA.

Each member of the committee submitted his views on these
queries, and I shall endeavor to summarize them. Relative to the
first point, the committee is of the unanimous opinion that there
is too large a percentage of inferior draft horses produced in this
country in proportion to the number raised. This criticism can be
made of the purebreds of each breed, and it applies as well to the
grade drafters produced in this country. Anyone who has had any
experience in judging at our fairs or shows is forcibly impressed
with this fact. The buyer is also impressed with the lack of good
horses to be found in the draft-horse producing sections, when
either purebreds or grade drafters for work purposes are being
selected. Another criticism is the lack of uniformity of type among
the individuals of each breed, and more especially, of the grades of
any one breed. Each breed of draft horses has some individuals
that possess much merit and practically conform to the correct and
expected draft type. The winners at our best shows, as a rule, are
examples. A comparison of the winners of each breed in their
respective classes at such shows as the International will reveal,
regardless of breed, that they all conform to a limited extent to the
same general type. This holds true only when the judges at these
shows recognize that there is only one correct draft type, and they
judge, whatever breed they are working on, recognizing this fact.
A study of the results of the draft-horse show at the International
of the last few years, indicates that all the representative animals
of each of the breeds have been more uniform in type than they
were some years ago. The majority of the individuals of each of'
the breeds, however, still vary widely in type, and fail to conform
to the expected correct type of the draft horse that fills the market
demand. At most of our fairs very little uniformity of type can be
recognized between those placed at the head of their classes, com-
paring one breed with another, because incompetent judges ,too
often are employed at these fairs. For example, the clean-legged
Shire and the Percheron with a larger coronet, a more sloping
pastern and wider, cleaner cannon, is shown more preference than
formerly in judging all breeds. This conformity of the breeds to
a common type has been hastened partially by the instruction
given at our Agricultural Colleges, for in giving instruction in what
constitutes correct draft type, the same score card is quite univer-
sally used. There is no reason why any breed should lose its identity
if this standard is followed, for they can conform to the correct
and accepted draft type and yet retain certain characteristics as
color marking, etc., that will make the breed distinctive.
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WHAT WE SHOULD AIM AT IN BREEDING.

The second query—"What should we aim for in the improve-
ment of the draft-horse business of this country?"—has been par^
tially answered in the discussion of the first. It is (1) to establish
more uniformity of type among individuals of the breeds; (2) to
bring about more uniformity of type between breeds; and (3) to
encourage the production of more market horses that are uniform in
type. Mr. W. E. Prichard, a member of this committee, makes the
following statement on the needed improvement:

In my judgment the first thing to do, if improvement is to be made, is to decide
on what is needed to bring about a consistent and uniform improvement. I t
seems to me that a type should be chosen that conforms to the demand of the
market. In this there should be little guess work now in America. We have
been breeding draft horses of every known breed since 1870, and some of them
even earlier; and the dealer who handles and markets these horses has the type
well in mind that suits the general trade. In the show ring, however, the types
chosen frequently differ so greatly that the result is confusing and anything but
educational. This, in my judgment, is the result of "fads" and "whims,"
and a lack of practical knowledge of what the market demands. There is a ten-
dency in some instances to be carried away with what is denominated "breed
types," forgetting that all are or should be draft horses, and that there is but one
type for the real draft horse no matter what his breed may be.

CROSS-BREEDING NOT ADVISABLE.

In replying to the third question—"Is it advisable to cross breeds for
the purpose of establishing a new type of draft horses in this coun-
try?"—all members of the committee consider this unadvisable, for they
cannot see any advantage to be gained by this practice. If the
matter of improving the merit of our draft horses in this country,
and the uniformity of type, is given careful consideration, one can
see that it is not necessary to cross breeds. We do not lack good
types; they are to be found in nearly all breeds, but how to breed
them in large numbers is the paramount issue. It can only be
done by carefully mating the animals of the same breed, exercising
rigid selection and feeding them properly. Prof. W. L. Carlyle .'+
speaks very emphatically in opposition to the necessity of crossing
breeds, and I quote him: "Concerning your third question, I will
say most assuredly, it is better to use one of our established breeds
as a basis. Your experience as well as mine bears out the state-
ment that almost any type desired can be found within any given
breed, and I cannot see any good reason why some of these breeds i
should be broken up by crossing." James Z. McLay says: " I do $
not think anything could be gained by going outside of the estab- \
lished breeds as a working basis." Mr. Alex. Galbraith makes this ' I
statement: "Meantime, I think with you that it might be better 1
to use a selected representative of one breed as a basis for improve- \
ment." ' \

W. E. Prichard makes the following statement relative to crossing j
our breeds for improvement: \
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It is my judgment, and in fact, it has been my personal experience and obser-
vation, that domestic animals are as pliable as wax in the hands of the thoughtful
and intelligent breeder. I believe that the type described or for that matter
any type desired can be produced with the material we have in hand, and the type
can be fixed to such a degree that it may be relied upon to reproduce itself with
almost absolute certainty.

VARYING OPINIONS AS TO METHODS.

The members of this committee are of the same opinion as to the
condition of draft-horse breeding in this country at present, what
improvement we should aim to make, and what we should use as
a basis for the improvement; but differ somewhat as to the plan
that should be followed to accomplish the results. It is very evident
to those conversant with the draft-horse industry in this country,
that our breeders, as well as our farmers, need some State or Federal
aid before we can hope for much progress to be made in the improve-
ment of our draft horses.

It is rather discreditable, but nevertheless true, that we have had
but few good breeders in this country and have only a few at the
present time. One can count on his fingers the really successful
breeders of all of the leading breeds. Scotland has scores of good
breeders of Clydesdales, and La Perche has many good.breeders of
Percherons, but that is not the case in the United States. Our
breeders lack perseverance or follow some particular "fad" or
"whim" too often, and fail to accomplish good results.

Some members of the committee question the practicability of
the plan for the State Experiment Station and the United States
Department of Agriculture to work in cooperation with the breeders
and farmers, in accordance with the plan that is being put in opera-
tion at the Minnesota Experiment Station for breeding "Milking
Shorthorns." They think that it will be impossible to get our
breeders to submit to be dictated to or take up with a plan of this
kind. Others think that few men can be found who are capable
of being placed in charge of work of this kind. Some think that
the stallion laws similar to those that have recently been enacted in
Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Pennsylvania, may be one means of
aiding the horse industry. The writer recognizes that much good
will be accomplished by such laws in the matter of reducing the
number of unsound horses produced, but no appreciable result in
the betterment of type will be accomplished.

One member of the committee urges protection for home-bred
horses against the invasion of the imported horses on the basis that
breeding draft horses is an "infant industry" in this country, and
for that reason needs encouragement like the other "infant indus-
tries" that have been receiving Federal protection. This idea is
one that is worthy of consideration in view of the fact that so many
inferior horses are brought over to this country and sold in com-
petition with the home purebred.
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The committee has not attempted to outline any plan to accom-
plish results that we agree are needed, and can be accomplished if
our breeders can be induced to practice intelligent and thoughtful
methods. We hope that ways and means which are practicable
can be devised and put into operation in this country, that will pro-
duce the desired effect in the improvement of our draft horses along
the lines laid down in this report.

THE AMERICAN THOROUGHBRED HORSE.

By JOUETT SHODSE, Lexington, Ky.
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The Unbeaten Elsie Castleman.

The thoroughbred horse in America, as in every other nation
where the breed exists, owes his origin to the British Isles and to
Saracenic blood. Through a careful following of the process of
selection and rejection, England evolved the stock which had its
foundation in three stallions known respectively as the Godolphin
Arabian, the Darley Arabian and the Byerly Turk. From these
three separate lines was produced a breed that has exerted more
potent influence upon the horses of the world than all other compo-
nent elements combined. It were needless to go into detail with
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